STUDENT NAME  ___________________________





TOTAL POINTS
 __________

SPORTSWRITING (JOU 3706)

Sports Story Grade Sheet

	1           2            3            4            5            6             7             8              9             10              11              12             13              14                15


____
LEAD ELEMENTS – The opening few graphs include complete team names, final score, location of event, sport played, time/day. The lead also grabs audience in a creative and appropriate manner, focusing on a key play, player, moment or stat, a significant trend, or something unique, creative angle related to the sporting event. 

	1        2        3        4        5        6       7        8         9       10        11         12         13         14        15         16         17         18         19         20


____
CONTENT – The writer has researched the topic thoroughly, looking beyond the surface details to offer a 

perspective that is unique and compelling. The writer describes key, includes key stats, addresses key trends, notes key moments and finds interesting story lines to help tell the story about a sports event. 

	1           2            3            4            5            6             7             8              9             10              11              12             13              14                15


____
SOURCES/QUOTES – The story offers perspective from at least three people. Quotes from sources reveal evidence of careful reporting and good follow-up questions. Transitions are also used to introduce comments that are colorful, authoritative, flavorful and insightful. Avoid comments that are overly general, self-promotional or state the obvious. Quotes are cited in proper grammar and AP Style. The story offers perspective from a wide range of people, including key coaches and players from both teams. To get full credit, you must include some perspective from both teams.
	1        2        3        4        5        6       7        8         9       10        11         12         13         14        15         16         17         18         19         20


​​____
GRAMMAR/AP STYLE – Writer follows all rules regarding names, numbers, titles and addresses for AP Style. Plus, 

the story is free of errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling – and clichés. Each error results in a 1-point deduction. 
	1           2            3            4            5            6             7             8              9             10              11              12             13              14                15


____
WRITING STYLE – The reporter uses an interesting and effective approach that includes a clear voice, a variety of sentence structures, active verbs, vivid word choices, originality and precise language. Story is free of structural errors. Plus, the writer has avoided clichés, jargon and commentary. 
	1           2            3            4            5            6             7             8              9             10              11              12             13              14                15


____
ACCURACY – Any error is problematic in a story. Factual such as the wrong score, a misspelled name or a stat attributed to the wrong athlete are particularly egregious; therefore, those errors result in a 5-point deduction apiece.
COMMENTS (most comments will be inserted into the Word document)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

